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May 2020 Early Elementary Literacy

Help your child develop literacy skills and Grow Up Reading™. Enjoy a fun family activity each day that helps teach important skills for reading success.
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Books to read this month:
Spring Hare by Eugene Yelchin (wordless)
The Itchy Book by Mo Willems (fiction)

Crawly School for Bugs: poems to drive you buggy
by David L. Harrison (poetry)

Triceratops by Daniel Nunn (non-fiction)
A Big Mooncake for Little Star by Grace Lin (fiction/readalong)
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Vocabulary Memory

Prepare two sets of index cards,
one with vocabulary words and
the other with definitions. Shuffle
all of the cards together and
spread them out face down in

a square on a table. Players can
take turns flipping over any two
cards. If the cards that they flip
over show a word and the
definition, they can take those
cards. The game continues until
all of the words and definitions
have been matched. The player
with the most pairs wins.

Vocabulary Words for May:
artistic, basket, caterpillar, drowsy,
drenched, freezing, polish, rapid,
slippery, seed

For additional vocabulary words, contact your child’s
teacher or visit this website: www.vocabulary.com

Sight Words for May:
read, right, or, sit, those, use, would,
could, has, again, some

For additional sight words, contact your child’s teacher or
visit this website: www.sightwords.com/sight-words/dolch

Elements of Reading:

— The relationship between letters and the individual sounds
in spoken language.

Phonemic Awareness— Phonemes are the smallest units which
make up spoken language. Phonemic awareness refers
to a person’s ability to manipulate phonemes in syllables
and words.

Fluency— The ability to read with appropriate speed, accuracy, and
proper expression.

Vocabulary - Students with a strong vocabulary have an easier time
understanding what they are reading.

Comprehension - The ability of a person to understand what
s/he is reading.

Letter Sounds Go Fish

Create two identical sets of fifteen index cards
with one letter sound per card. Give each player
five cards. The first player should ask “Do you
have any __ ’s?” If the other player has that
sound they should give the card to the first
player. If not, they should say “Go fish” and the
first player fishes for another card. The player
with the most pairs of cards wins!

Word Hunt

Prepare two identical sets of index cards
with one sight word per card. Hide the cards
from one set in different parts of your house
or yard. Give your child the other set and
have them serach for the hidden cards and
put matching words together.

Consonant Blends Beanbag Toss

Prepare a set of index cards with one consonant blend word
per card. (Examples: grass, spin, tree, branch, flea, frog, planet,
print, scale, clap) Spread the cards out on the floor. Take turns
tossing a beanbag onto the cards. Players should read the word
that their beanbag lands on.
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